May /July 2015
Ph: (08) 89 710 196
Fax: (08) 89 721 012
Email: kics@bigpond.com
PO Box 1601
KATHERINE NT 0851
Office 9 Third St.
www.kics.org.au

Find us on Facebook

Program Coordinator:
Amanda Tootell
Field Team 1
Playgroup Leader
Georgia Leatham
Playgroup Support Assistant
Kate Corney

Feb. 2015 Previous KICS Team 1 Carmel & Colin
Coutts out to dinner / fun with new Team 1 Georgia
Leatham & Kate Corney andTeam 2 Leith Russell &
David Bussenschutt

Administration
Royelene Hill
Hours: Mon Tues. Wed. 8 to 2pm
Field Team 2
Playgroup Leader
Leith Russell
Playgroup Support Assistant
David Bussenschutt
Malinja (Newcastle Waters) April 2015

Victoria River Downs Station April 2015

Corella Creek April 2015

Katherine School of the Air Camp
Batchelor May 2015
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Katherine Isolated Children’s Service
2015 - Contact Details
Program Coordinator

Staff

Admin Assistant

Amanda Tootell
Ph:
89 710 196
Fax:
89 721 012
Email: coordinator@kics.org.au

Royelene Hill
Ph:
89 710 196
Fax:
89 721 012
Email: kics@bigpond.com

Field Team One

Field Team Two

Georgia Leatham & Kate Corney
Email: fieldteam1@kics.org.au

Chairperson

Amanda Murphy (Tossa) Kalala Stn..
Ph:
89 759 941
Fax:
89 759 977
Email: tossa.amanda@bigpond.com

Secretary

Renee Rippon (Matt) Pigeon Hole Stn.
Ph:
89 750 786
Fax:
89 750 814
Email: rippons@reachnet.com.au

Katherine School of the Air Rep.

Leith Russell & David Bussenschutt
Email: fieldteam2@kics.org.au

Board Members
Vice Chairperson

Mel Gatty (Brad) Mt McMin Stn
Ph:
89 754 622
Fax:
Email: bradmel_89@hotmail.com

Treasurer

Lulu Nilsson (Cameron Heeb) Kidman Springs .
Ph:
89 750 916
Fax:
Email: lulu.nilsson@live.com

ICPA Representative

Debra Wolhuter
Ph:
89 721 833
Fax:
89 723 651
Email: debra.wolhuter@ntschools.net

Georgia Underwood (Michael)
Ph:
89 750 775
Fax:
Email: riveren@bigpond.com

Indigenous Representative

Public-Officer

Patsy Barrett (Steve) Limmen Bight
Ph: 89 759 844
Fax:89 759 844
Email: limmenriver@gmail.com

Moira Lanzarin (Colin) Numul Numul Stn
Ph:
89 754 955
Fax:
89 754 966
Email: moira@coodardie.com.au

Parent Representatives
Emma Miller (Neil) Margaret Downs Stn.
Ph:
89 750 723
Fax:
89 750 686
Email: emmamiller2011@gmail.com

Shannyn Rummenie (Dan) Kalala Stn.
Ph:
0428 571 802
Fax:
Email: shannynjohnson@hotmail.com

Kaycie Malone (Jason) Kalala Stn.
Ph:
0447 031 066
Fax:
Email: kayciemalone@hotmail.com

Jacynta Coffey (Adam)
Ph:
Fax:
Email: ajcoffey@hotmail.com

Haylie Hill (Chris) Brunette Downs Stn.
Ph:
89 644 660
Fax:
Email: chrisandhayliehill@hotmail.com

Cindy Mayfield (Jim) Humbert River Stn.
Ph:
89 750 817
Fax:
89 750 600
Email: humbertriver@pastoral.com
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Hello Everyone
This week we have all been saddened with the news of the tragic loss of Dougal Brett from Waterloo Station. Dougal was killed in
a helicopter accident while mustering on Sunday the 14th June. We wish to express our sincere condolences to Dougal’s wife
Emily and children William, Lachlan and Sophie. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of Dougal’s Family at this time.
Since the last Newsletter KICS has been busy setting up our new base camp. We have moved to 9 Third Street leaving behind our
Cinema Complex office: however, the multitude of memories that bounced of the walls of that place surely found passage in boxes
via trailers to the new office. Most of the unpacking is done but there are still items that need resettling. We are getting there! We
have plenty of office space, a room tagged the library and conference room, a printing/stationery room and a granny flat in view of
future staff accommodation (storage at the moment) and a shed that needs some work to weather proof. We now have lawns to be
watered and mowed, trees to be pruned and Cinderella in the cupboard to bring out the broom and mop occasionally. It is quite a
big house and with a possum in the ceiling! At least I think it’s a possum! New office location: behind the Palms Backpackers
Lodge (Giles St.) - a spreading bungalow type house with very big mahogany trees in front.
Our new Teams Georgia & Kate, Leith & Dave are now well indentured in the skill of bringing KICS Playgroups to you. The
passing weeks have clocked up may kilometres as they ventured out to meet you all conducting education through play
(camouflaged fun)! Carmel and Col Coutts (previous Team 1) returned in February to settle in the new Teams induction wise, and
to pass on their very practical expertise on all things that enhance the magic of KICS mobile playgroups: the goop and slime
making day was a winner! See Team Reports on page 5.
Carmel and Col have returned to the Territory and are managing the McArthur River Caravan Park at Borroloola: an opportunity
which came out of the blue after chatting with friends back in their hometown Forbes NSW. Turns out, the friends knew the owner
of the caravan park who was on the look out for a new manager. Small world! From all reports Carmel and Col are enjoying this
new venture and the B’loola lifestyle.
KICS has finally found someone (through the recruitment / interview process) to take on Gill’s part time position as Coordinator of
our wonderful service. The advertising process and lack of responses carried over for many months as Gill held in until a suitable
person revealed herself. Her name is Amanda Tootell, a young mother with an education background and happy to take on the
part time position. Mandy, Flynn and baby Liam are settling in to their new routine as the ambience of the KICS office is renewed
with the presence of little people once again. KICS has been more than a job to Gill and we know she will miss being a part of a
team that is entrenched in early childhood education and ideals, namely the KICS concept. As Team 1, with husband Jack and
children Henry and Georgina back in 2010, Gill was well equipped with the ideals of KICS when she returned as our Coordinator
in 2013. We wish Gill well as she moves on to other challenges. Please see messages from Gill and Amanda on page 4.
Thank you for keeping the ‘Bush Telegraph’ alive and well! New families and communities have joined our ranks as others have
moved on. Our Teams have been extra busy these past 2 rounds with extra playgroups being held at events around the ridges.
These events are ideal for setting up playgroups where many children gather. The social interaction is also very important, the
benefits enormous. By the time you have read this the school holidays will be upon us and hopefully your local agricultural Show
is on your list of things to do! Monsoonal rain was conspicuous by it’s absence this past ‘wet’, the dry conditions are daunting
but nevertheless a break is good for the soul! Throw in your stepping out clothes, some cattle to show, horses to campdraft,
homemade cakes and preserves to enter as exhibits, and the pleasure will be all yours!
Until next newsletter...Cheers from us all.

Royelene Hill

More old photos from the archives! I will find others and add them with each issue of the Newsletter. ‘Campsite - Peta Romeyn catching up
on KICS bookwork 1998’. ‘Newry Station 1989 - look closely you may see someone you know! - Claire Brown (Hill), Simone Andrews,
Athena Jensen, Josephine Lewis. A big day for the Jensen Family who travelled from Montejinni to Newry for the Playgroup gathering.

Nathan River Ranger Station
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Firstly, I would like to say what a great time I have had during my association with KICS, it all started
in 2010 as a Field Team, where as a family we enjoyed a year of travelling and holding playgroups
across the region and more recently as the coordinator for the last year and a half. It has been a
privilege to be part of an organisation that provides such a great service to the families of northern NT.
It has been a pretty busy time over the last year with regards to changes in Field Teams: long term employees, Matt and
Jenna, moved to Queensland in June last year and Colin and Carmel have moved to Borroloola to manage the caravan park
there, and by all accounts they are loving the fishing! This made way for two new teams for 2015, Georgia and Kate and
Leith and Dave – whom are all doing a fantastic job out there: holding playgroups in a range of settings and always meeting
new people. I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all of the past and present KICS Field Teams – it has
not been without its challenges but it has been a real pleasure working with you all.
A big change for KICS over the last couple of months has been the move to new premises. 9 Third Street ticks all the boxes
for KICS: there is great office space and an area for our ever expanding library, a shed plus extra storage inside for the toys
and playgroup resources, and also more than enough space for vehicles and trailers to be stored over the wet. It is a nice
change to have everything in the one place. The granny flat will also come in handy.
I would like to say a very big thank you to Royelene (Mrs Hill) whom has kept KICS on track while I have been busy
juggling two jobs. With Roy’s help, dedication and guidance, my job was made a whole lot easier and stress free, knowing
that it was in good hands. I will definitely miss our chats and coffees the most!
Thank you also to the past and present Board Members of KICS; especially for your input into the direction KICS is going
and for your flexibility in changes to KICS management.
Finally, I would like to wish Amanda all the best as the new
coordinator. Amanda has already been out and about to see
how the teams are going and from what I understand, had a
great time.

Feb. 2015 ‘Team Induction’ L to R
David Bussenschutt, Gill Russell, Georgia Leatham ,
Kate Corney

Gill

A big hello to the KICS family! I’m really excited to be coming on
board the KICS team and to be a part of the fantastic work they do
delivering play group and engaging little people through play.

Our new KICS Coordinator
Mandy Tootell with sons Flynn
and Liam.

I moved to Katherine about four years ago to marry my husband,
Matches and we now have two very cute little boys, Flynn and
Liam! Prior to having little people in my life I was the Art teacher at
Katherine High School. Now I feel really quite blessed to share in
the learning journey of little people through play and making mess.
Quite a lot of mess actually. The boys will be with me at KICS
headquarters to test the toys for durability while I keep the teams on
the road, with the capable assistance of Mrs Hill!
A big thank you to Gill for her tremendous hard work over the years
and I’m sure I’ll be popping in for coffee at the Finch with questions
as I try to fill some very big shoes!

Mandy
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Field Teams reporting...
Team 1
Georgia & Kate
So far so good! We’ve settled into the rhythms of KICS life on the road well, we’ve been inundated with hospitality
at every turn and have scarcely spent an entire week without at least one bed or homemade Smoko. Playgroups
have been different at every stop, we’ve been lucky enough to attend Barkly Ladies Day, Daly Waters Campdraft
and KSA’s School camp. So far Ngukurr is winning the competition for biggest mob of children to date and Nathan
River our smallest - both equally exciting, for both us and the children! Thanks everyone for the great year so far,
we’re sorry for dying so many of your children blue. See you soon, Georgia and Kate.

Team 2
Leith & Dave
We are really getting to know our way round now and have had lots of really good times with lots of lovely little
people. Water play has been fun, with Dave making long complicated tubes and funnels for pouring and
measuring. We’ve done lots of painting—a challenge one week when it was windy. Paint often becomes collage
with glue and glitter added! One water play was ‘upstream’ of the play-dough so that became play-mud to
everyone’s delight. One morning we had to have a 3/4 grown boar who was persistently friendly and just child
height locked away before the children came. Another day, the kids helped keep 2 pet pigs off site—they went to
keep the pet buffalo company! It’s all great, we are doing more creative activities every day.
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The Very Special Birthday List...
02/05/2009
03/05/2007
05/05/2005
06/05/2010
07/05/2008
07/05/2014
08/05/2013
09/05/2003
10/05/2013
11/05/2010
12/05/2005
16/05/2012
17/05/2004
25/05/2009
25/05/2005
31/05/2006
31/05/2008

May

Mikala Craig
Mitchell Doherty
Jessica Schilling
Lachlan Rippon
Caleb Lanzarin
Nixon Craig
Matilda Cook
Linus Farrar
Sarah Castle
Billie Kruckow
Zaccariah Hall
Riley Gatty
Iman Evans
Lyndsey Mayfield
Hayden Doherty
Annabelle Towne
Marih Tapp

07/06/2009
09/06/2009
09/06/2008
17/06/2009
17/06/2013
21/06/2010
21/06/2011
22/06/2008
23/06/2011
26/06/2013
28/06/2011
29/06/2011
30/06/2007

01/07/2008
02/07/2004
02/07/2003
03/07/2014
03/07/2006
03/07/2013
06/07/2008
08/07/2004
15/07/2008
17/07/2010
18/07/2011
19/07/2012
21/07/2009
22/07/2003
23/07/2012
26/07/2011
27/07/2012
27/07/2009
27/07/2009
29/07/2004
30/07/2012
30/07/2012
31/07/2007

June

Axel Greenman
Felicity Brown
Rhianna Andrews
Waynesha Timms
Flynn Tootell
Colt Scott
William Cook
Alex Dyer
Georgie Murphy
Benji Bethel
Luke Dyer
Annabelle Rachor
Clayton Bogucki

July

Christina Underwood
Thomas Mack
Hayes Cook
Clancy Gatty
Laura Younghusband
Violet Hill
Will Younghusband
Rory McGuiness
Maggie Murphy
Eleina Nelson
Beau Angel
Tia Craig
Anton Lanzarin
Cody Richards
Matthias Armstrong
Harry Burke
Dalton Horrigan
Harry Kanyilmaz
Jack Kanyilmaz
Sophia Kanyilmaz
Bo Brock
Mac Harries
William Brown

K.I.C.S is proudly funded by:
The Federal Department of Social Services

I’ve learned... that you can’t hug your kids too much.
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It Doesn’t Matter
It doesn’t matter what a child
Looks like,
Smells like,
Thinks like,
They still feel.
It doesn’t matter what a child
Learns like,
Speaks like,
Behaves like,
They still listen.
It doesn’t matter who a child’s parents are,
Where they live,
How much money they have,
What culture they follow,
Children don’t care.
Children are the seedlings in the garden of life.
They need sunshine and warmth
when they are cold and sad;
They need water and nourishment
when they are thirsty and hungry.
They need attention and care,
when they are challenged by life.
And they need to be loved, appreciated
and held in awe of their potential,
to be unique, beautiful and like no other.
Search for the hero within yourself
and then be there for our kids.
Please feel, listen and care
with your heart and soul and
you will become
a valued gardener in the garden of life and one day,
A child may hold a special
memory of you forever,
hidden deep in their heart.

Activities that Encourage Emotional Intelligence

From ‘Saving our Children from a Chaotic World’ by Maggie Dent

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Paired sharing
Role play and drama
Reflection time
Time for lightness and laughter
Journal and Poetry writing
Drawing and Creative Arts
Circle Talks
Creative Imagery
Dancing and Singing
Feedback Times
Story Telling
Play
Creative problem solving
Regular quiet, solo time
Safe, nurturing touch

KICS staff and families farewell Gill Russell at the Country Club

Maggie Dent

MAGGIE DENT is an author, educator and
parenting and resilience specialist with a
particular interest in the early years and
adolescence. Maggie is a passionate advocate for
the healthy, common-sense raising of children in
order to strengthen families and communities.
She has a broad perspective and range of
experience that shapes her work, a slightly
irreverent sense of humour and a depth of
knowledge based on modern research and ancient
wisdom that she shares passionately in a
commonsense way. Maggie’s finest
achievements are her four spunky sons, deep
human and her seven books.

Feb. 2015 ‘ Team Induction’ L to R David Bussenschutt, Leith Russell,
Carmel & Colin Coutts, Georgia Leatham, Kate Corney.

Check out Maggie’s web site:
www.maggiedent.com
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Scholastic Book Club

Great for
Campdraft
campingSchool roomsPlaygroups

K.I.C.S
Indoor / Outdoor Waterproof Mats.
Made from 100% recycled
plastic.
Road tested by K.I.C.S
Playgroups.
1.8 x 3 m
$90 each

New Fundraiser for
2015!

Thank you for your support to our
Book Club fundraising. Issue 5 will
be circulated after the school
holidays.

Still Lost Property!
These items were found in the KICS
office after our AGM in December.
Let us know if they belong to you and we

Vegetable dye

will put them aside.

- a pink spotty fabric hat
- multi coloured beach towel
- coral pink coloured girls shoes

powder in the primary
colours, Red - Blue - Yellow
for the home classroom can be
expensive. We have packaged
smaller amounts of the 3 colours
to accompany our new
updated Kid’s Recipes / Activity
Card. At $5, this handy
little kit will be an asset when
preparing daily, fun activities for
the little people. A win, win
situation, as you will be
supporting our fund raising effort
as well!

(possibly outgrown the shoes by
this!)

Are you missing the
above items??

Also comes in green.
Reversible,
Foldable
Contact K.I.C.S 08 8971 0196

F.Y.I
Our Teams are fully equipped to
camp out while out and about but
there are times when they are
invited to over night at the venue
of the following day’s playgroup.

kics@bigpond.com

K.I.C.S has a Face Book page. If you are
into FB’ing then do a search for ‘K.I.C.S
and like our page.

Sale

K.I.C.S Tee-Shirts - $15
Sizes 00 to 14-generous fit.
Available in a range of colours.

Clearance Sale

K.I.C.S Adults Chambrey Shirts $10
Long sleeve
Sizes M , L, XL
Adult polo shirts-sizes 18 to 5XL.
(Great work shirts!) $ 10

An invitation to over night would
need to be extended to the Teams
in advance so they know that you
are expecting them.
Also, if there is something in
particular you would like brought
out from town please let the Teams
know : taking into consideration
our Teams may have already been
on the road with playgroups before
their visit to you. Also refrigeration
space is limited. Nevertheless,
KICS are happy to accommodate
your requests within reason.

Kids Recipe Sheets…$2 each
These sheets have a range of K.I.C.S tried,
tested and easy to make recipes - including
Play Dough, Slime and Finger Paint. They
come laminated to ensure they’ll handle
many play sessions.

Bring out the old clothes...!
It would be advisable to dress your
children in old clothes when
attending K.I.C.S Playgroups.
K.I.C.S use non - toxic paint for
art activities but cannot guarantee
that paint stains will wash out. We
have been advised that to work on
these stains you need to use warm
water without detergent.
Or, K.I.C.S colourful, cotton
T– Shirts @$15 ea would be the
appropriate outfit when attending
our Playgroups. The K.I.C.S
Teams do carry a supply of these
T –shirts with them.
Sizes O to 12

Check them out!

We need to update our Client Data Base!
New additions to your family or new email addresses will need to be added:
also preferred Cluster Group/s etc.
Could you please find some spare time to
complete the 4 forms (last pages of this Newsletter)
and return by email, fax or post.
Thank You.
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K.I.C.S Cluster Groups
Could you please look over the Cluster grouping below and decide if you would like to be placed in other
clusters. In many cases some families are in travel distance of more than one cluster area, giving
the opportunity to attend extra playgroups. Please fill out this form and return ASAP.
If you are unsure of your cluster areas, please contact us.

Name:—————————————————————————————Station / Community:———————————————————————Preferred Cluster / Clusters:————————————————————-________________________________________________________________

Clusters
Barkly
Daly Waters
Gorrie Loop
Heartbreak (Cape Crawford)
Limmen
Kalkaringi
Lajamanu
Riveren
Kununurra
WA Border
Timber Creek
Mataranka
Roper
Roper Valley
Ngukurr
Numbulwar
Top Springs
VRD
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Please return this form to a KICS Team or
by Email kics@bigpond.com - Fax- 89 721 012 or Post – PO Box 1601, Katherine. 0851

K.I.C.S CLIENT INFORMATION
QUESTIONNAIRE
We would like to ensure that our address database is up to date; we’d appreciate it if you could take a
moment to fill in the relevant information. You’re welcome to write commonly used nicknames if it seems
appropriate, just remember whatever you write we’ll put on the database. Thanks.
I realise some of you will have completed one of these at some stage, however could you please fill this one in,
so we can verify our records.
SURNAME
PARTNER’S NAME
Surname:
CHILD/RENS NAMES

GIVEN NAME

M
M
M
M
M
M

ABORIGINAL or TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER

F
F
F
F
F
F

Given Name:

Date _____________

Date of Birth
DOB
DOB
DOB
DOB
DOB
Yes

No

ARE ANY CHILDREN ENROLLED WITH KATHERINE SCHOOL OF THE AIR ?

Yes

No

COMMUNITY/STATION NAME
POSTAL ADDRESS

POST CODE
PHONE
FAX
EMAIL
Feel free to write additional comments or information below, Thanks.
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The K.I.C.S Web Site can be found at www.kics.org.au
Check it out!
Thanks to Mick Elligett from www.tropics.net.au for designing
this fabulous site for us.
We have a vast collection of photos from the K.I.C.S. Playgroup albums and would like to
give you the opportunity to browse through them by including them on our web site. This
would make the photos available for public viewing. We need your permission to place
your child’s photo on our web site and face book. The photos will not disclose personal
details (names etc.) other than the Playgroup venue and date.
There would also be occasions when K.I.C.S need visual material for broader publication
to promote the Service to a wider community eg. media articles and presentations at
Conferences.
Before K.I.C.S can go ahead with this we need you as parents or guardians to complete the
following form and return to us ASAP. If you have already completed a permission form
you would only need to do so again if you have new children to add.
Many thanks.
PERMISSION FOR USE OF VISUAL MATERIAL
I give approval for visual materials containing my children/family to be used
for the purpose of promoting K.I.C.S. to the wider community through our
web site, face book, media articles and children’s services conference
presentations.
Parent/s/Guardian Name:_______________________________________
Child/Children’s Name:________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Station/Community ___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________
Date: _________________________
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K.I.C.S is a non profit organisation.
To enhance our funds and to enable us to purchase
resources we fundraise throughout the year.
The Scholastic Book Club is our ongoing fundraiser, raising credit
coupons to purchase books for our ever growing library.
We also sell Indoor/Outdoor waterproof mats, K.I.C.S Kid’s T-shirts,
adult polo and chambray shirts and Kid’s Fun Stuff recipe cards/with
vegetable dye.
We have tried different fund
raising ideas over the years which have been well received.
Our end of the year Toy Catalogue Fundraiser gives families the
opportunity to shop for quality toys and
educational resources. K.I.C.S receive 20% on all orders placed
allowing us to purchase resources with the money earned.
In order to keep mailing costs at a minimum we need to ascertain
who is interested in receiving fundraising information
throughout the year.
Could you please take a moment and fill in the form below and
return at your earliest convenience.
Thank You.

I do

I don’t

wish to receive:

Book Club

I do

I don’t

wish to receive:

Toy Catalogues

I do

I don’t

wish to receive: Information on other Fund raising
ventures as they arise.

Name…………………………………………………………………………………….
Address………………………………………………………………………………….
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