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Administration  

Royelene Hill 

 Hours: Tues. Wed. Thurs. 8 - 2pm 

Program Coordinator:  

Amanda Tootell  Hours: 

Hours:  Mon. Tues. Wed. 9ð 2pm 

Field Team 1 

Playgroup Leader 

Sonia Mathas 

Playgroup Support Assistant 

 Nick Mathas 

Field Team 2 

Playgroup Leader 

Liz OõBrien 

Playgroup Support Assistant 

Jamie OõBrien 
 

Find us on Facebook  

 

Corella Creek April 2015 
Newry Station 2003 

KICS is turning 30 in April!   
The Katherine Isolated Childrenôs Service (KICS) became a  
reality through the vision of a member of the  Katherine Branch of 
the Isolated Childrenôs and Parentsô Association (ICPA) Mrs 
Pauline Rayner from Balongilly Station. A Federal Government 
Grant had become available after a review into existing early 
childhood services in other states. Pauline followed through on 
this opportunity an involved the Katherine School of the Air and 
the NT ICPA.  The service was set up to serve all children and 
families in remote areas and not just families on School of the Air 
and was aimed at children up to four years. Over the years as 
the service expanded it catered to children up to 12 years.  It was 
in April 1988 that John and Kate King our first coordinators  
headed bush on a reconnaissance / playgroup trip. They found 
and chatted to remote families scattered far and wide for their 
input into what they envisaged the service could provide for their 

children.  Due to the geographical isolation, the social component 
was welcomed by all and still is to this day. With the mix of    
education through play, the very important social interaction that 
isolated children need, along with support to parents, KICS was 
on its way and as they say, the rest is history!  To celebrate the 
30th Anniversary KICS is planning a Fun Day on the 4th July and 
a dinner evening Wednesday 18th July (during Katherine Show 
weekðwith hopefully many of you in town).  As we continue to 
feature items in our newsletters to highlight our 30th please  
consider contributing with your KICS story or photos.  Please put 
the Bush Telegraph to work: if you know any old KICS families 
please let them know about this opportunity as well. Thanks to 
the people who have already contributed.   
In this issue please see reports from Jenna & Matt Kinny Team 
Two 2010 - 2014 and Leith Russell & David Bussenschutt Team 
Team 2 2015.  
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Katherine Isolated Childrenôs Service 
2018 Contact Details 

 
Staff 

 
 Program Coordinator     Admin Assistant 
 Mandy Tootell       Royelene Hill 
 Ph: 8971 0196      Ph:  8971 0196 
 M: 0437 774 876      Fax:  8972 1012 
 Fax:  8972 1012      
 Email: coordinator@kics.org.au      Email: kics@bigpond.com 

 
 Field Team One      Field Team Two 
 Sonia & Nick Mathas      Liz & Jamie OôBrien 
         Liz M:  0408 237 959 
 Nick M: 0458 621 141      Jamie M: 0438 383 156 
 Sat P:  0011 8707 7674 4925     Sat P:  0011 8707 7674 4609 
 Email:  fieldteam1@kics.org.au     Email: fieldteam2@kics.org.au 
 
       

Board Members 
 
 Chairperson & ICPA Representative   Vice Chairperson  
 Lauren Hoar (Simon) Moroak Stn.     Amanda Murphy (Tossa) Kalala Stn. 
 Ph:  8975 4888       Ph:  8975 9941 
 Fax:  8975 4828      Fax: 8975 9977 
 Email: hoarla9@hotmail.com     Email:    tossa.amanda@bigpond.com   
 
 

 Secretary  & Treasurer     Public Officer  
 Katie Payne ( Andrew) Larrizona Stn.    Linda Blackwood ( Adam) Toyden 
 Ph: 8975 0579      Ph: 8972 1770 
 Fax:        Fax: 8972 1771 
 Email: katie.andy@bigpond.com      Email: Abinda1@bigpond.com  
           
 

 Katherine School of the Air Rep.    Indigenous Representative 
 Rachel Williams       Annie Craig (Steven) Nelson Springs Stn.  
 Ph:       8972 1833      Ph:  9168 7384   
 Fax:     8972 3651      Fax:  9168 7408  
 Email:  rachel.williams@ntschools.net      Email:   annie.craig@bluegloss.com.au  
     
 

      Parent Representatives 
  
 Jade Andrews (Jak) Newcastle Waters  Stn.    Cecily Bethel (Stephen) Kalala Stn. 
 Ph:  8964 4527      Ph:  8975 9990 
 Fax:  8964 4533      Fax:  8975 9977  
 Email: Jade.Andrews@pastoral.com     Email: kalala.murphy@bigpond.com 

 Kimberley Harries (Jack) Daly Waters Hi-Way Inn   Jess Corones (Tim) Broadmere Stn. 
 Ph: 8975 9925      Ph: 8975 9771 
 Fax: 8975 9984      Fax: 8975 8863 
 Email: hiway-inn@bigpond.com     Email: jessburke85@hotmail.com   
                
      
 Victoria Burke (Sam) Broadmere Stn.    Amelia Keane (Chris) Brunette Downs Stn. 
 Ph: 8975 8863       Ph: 8964 4507 
 Fax: 8975 9681      Fax: 
 Email: tori.burke@outlook.com     Email: ameliagillespie@hotmail.com  
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Coordinators Report April 2018 
 

Liz and Jamie have returned to KICS for another  
year to continue as Field Team 2 which gives the  
service the benefit of those established relationships  
and confidence that the team know what they are  
doing and where they are going! Sonia and Nick  
Mathas are our new Field Team 1 and have just  
begun their playgroups. Sonia has experience with  
playgroup, as a teacher aide and with assisting  
students with special needs. Nick is a mechanic and  
they both have lived in Katherine for some time and  
have two grown up sons.  
 
We were unsuccessful with our CBF grant for a new  
trailer so it has been resubmitted and we will try  
again. KICS were successful in getting a grant for a  
ónewô vehicle, which is a 2011 model!  
 
KICS has Budget Based Funding (BBF) funding  
through the Federal Dept. of Education until June  
2018, where it will change to the Prime Minister and  
Cabinetôs Office. We are having monthly meetings to  
discuss the changeover to a new funding scheme. 
 
KICS moved into 2/14 Pearce St, Katherine South  
with a mammoth effort from Liz and Jamie, Royelene  
and Darryl Hill, Kara and myself! The new premises  
have an airconditioned office and lunch area  
(& bathroom). The shed has huge storage areas  
and enough room to drive the vehicle through and  
load them or fill water tanks etc. All the toys are now  
accessible on shelving without having to lift  
anything above shoulder height.  We also have  
volunteers, Hollie and Bettina who will visit with their  
disability support worker to wash toys. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
KICS has over 25 stations and 28 communities that 
are visited on a rotational basis, aiming for 8 -10 visits 
a year to each venue (or cluster of stations). Over the 
next 6 months we will be engaged in discussion with 
the PMC to reduce visits to communities with funded 
facilities such as creche or long day care and increase 
visits to communities without such infrastructure.  
Visits to stations will remain the same. My application 
for another yearôs discretionary leave with the NT 
Dept. of Education was declined so now youôre stuck 
with me for the foreseeable future!  Also, check the 
new website! 

 
Mandy Tootell  Coordinator 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jilkminggan 2002 

Moolooloo 

Beswick 

Bullo River 

Having fun cleaning toys:  volunteer 
Hollie and her offsider Flynn. 

Campbell Springs 2018 

Bulman 2018 

Anthony Lagoon 2018 
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Team 2 Liz & Jamie  

 

As the saying goes ótime flies when youôre having funô and how true that is.  We are already at the end of Term 1.  We really 
want to say a big thank you to everyone for welcoming us back for another year.  We enjoy catching up with you all and  
seeing our little friends again and a big mention to the Communities we visit, we appreciate the T/Os granting us permission 
to use camp spots along the way. 
 
A huge thank you to Fiona at Timber Creek for our free donga for a couple of nights to get away from the heat and rain of the 
wet season, and thank you to all our stations for your hospitality of a room, meal and of course the catch ups.  The trailer is 
packed and repaired (front door dropping off at Bulla Camp) and ready for an exciting 2018! 
 

Liz & Jamie  

 

 

 

 

Field Teams reporting... 

Camfield 

Numbulwar 

Team  1 Sonia & Nick  

Hey Everybody,  
 
Weôre Sonia and Nick Mathas.  We look forward to seeing you all soon. We are very excited to be the new KICS Field 
Team 1. We are originally from Brisbane, but have lived in Katherine for 28 years. We have 2 grown boys.  One lives and 
works here in Katherine.  We have two dogs who will stay with our son whilst we are out in the field. 
 
Nick is a mechanic by trade and loves old cars. We are members of Katherine Motor Vehicle Enthusiasts Club. We both 
like to camp and are looking forward to seeing new places and meeting new people. I have worked at a primary school for 
the last 2 and a half years. Before that I worked at the High School. I have also worked at Katherine Gorge and as a Tour 
Guide at Cutta Cutta Caves. I love reading. 
 
See you in a while, crocodile. 

Sonia & Nick  

 

The Daly Waterôs Gang  
Barungaôs little Indians 

Beswick 

Elliott 


