November / December 2016/ January 2017
Program Coordinator:
Amanda Tootell Hours:
Hours: Mon. Tues. Wed. 9– 2pm

Ph: (08) 89 710 196
Fax: (08) 89 721 012
Email: kics@bigpond.com
PO Box 1601
KATHERINE NT 0851
Office 9 Third St.
www.kics.org.au

Field Team 1
Playgroup Leader
Kate Corney
Playgroup Support Assistant
Chelsea Bailey

Find us on Facebook

Administration
Royelene Hill
Hours: Tues. Wed. Thurs. 8 - 2pm
Field Team 2
Playgroup Leader
Liz O’Brien
Playgroup Support Assistant
Jamie O’Brien

Pigeon Hole Station

Numbulwar

Nelson Springs
Mataranka

Wave Hill
Jilkminggan

Bulman

Urapunga

... from our archives, sharing the memories!
Myatt 2003

Newry Station 2003

Corella Creek April 2015

Timber Creek 2006
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Katherine Isolated Children’s Service
2017- Contact Details
Program Coordinator

Staff

Mandy Tootell
Ph:
89 710 196
Fax:
89 721 012
Email: coordinator@kics.org.au

Royelene Hill
Ph:
89 710 196
Fax:
89 721 012
Email: kics@bigpond.com

Field Team One

Carmel & Colin Coutts
Carmel M: 0467 091 044
Colin M: 0458 995 984
Sat P:
0011 8707 7674 4609
Email: fieldteam1@kics.org.au

Admin Assistant

Field Team Two

Board Members

Chairperson

Liz & Jamie O’Brien
Liz M: 0408 237 959
Jamie M: 0438 383 156
Sat P: 0011 8707 7674 4925
Email: fieldteam2@kics.org.au

Vice Chairperson

Megan Burke (Tim) Broadmere Stn.
Ph:
89 759 610
Fax:
89 759 681
Email: kandoopartners@gmail.com

Cassie Cox (Anthony) Anthony Lagoon Stn.
Ph:
89 644 520
Fax:
89 644 595
Email: ccox@aaco.com.au

Secretary

Treasurer

Katherine School of the Air Rep.

ICPA Representative

Jade Andrews (Jak) Newcastle Waters Stn.
Ph:
89 644 527
Fax:
89 644 533
Email: Jade.Andrews@pastoral.com

Katie Payne ( Andrew) Larrizona Stn.
Ph:
89 750 579
Fax:
Email: katie.andy@bigpond.com

Clancy Snell
Ph: 89 721 833
Fax: 89 723 651
Email: clancy.snell1@ntschools.net

Lauren Hoar (Simon) Moroak Stn.
Ph:
89 754 888
Fax:
89 754 828
Email: hoarla9@hotmail.com

Indigenous Representative

Public-Officer

Annie Craig (Steven) Nelson Springs Stn.
Ph:
91 687 384
Fax:
91 687 408
Email: bluegloss@activ8.net.au

Linda Blackwood (Adam) Toyden
Ph:
89 721 770
Fax:
89 721 771
Email: Abinda1@bigpond.com

Parent Representatives
Emma Miller (Neil) Margaret Downs Stn.
Ph:
89 750 723
Fax:
89 750 686
Email: emmamiller2011@gmail.com

Cecily Bethel (Stephen) Kalala Stn.
Ph:
89 759 990
Fax:
89 759 977
Email: kalala.murphy@bigpond.com

Kylie Herrod (Paul) Western Creek Stn.
Ph:
89 750 336
Fax:
Email: p-kherrod@bigpond.com

Sally Dyer (Justin) Hayfield Stn.
Ph:
89 759 920
Fax:
89 759 739
Email: apn.hayfield@bigpond.com

Victoria Burke (Sam) Broadmere Stn.
Ph:
89 759 610
Fax:
89 759 681
Email: victoria.rains@hotmail.com

Jess Corones (Tim) Broadmere Stn.
Ph:
89 759 610
Fax:
89 758 863
Email: jessburke85@hotmail.com

Page 2

Hello Everyone
It always gives me great pleasure to compile the KICS newsletter and to touch base with our remote families scattered
across the Territory. As you would have noticed we have included more photos in recent newsletters for you to enjoy
and also to give all KICS stakeholders and interested persons an understanding of what makes this wonderful service
tick! It’s the little people of course, and their enthusiasm for fun, play based learning that keep the smiles ongoing and
the dusty kilometres behind us...with many more to travel in 2017 as we prepare for another year of KICS togetherness!
As our year winds down Kate and Chelsea have been making the best of their playtime with all of those dear little
people who have been the true essence of their time with KICS, making their job so enjoyable. Farewell Kate and
Chelsea! As you move on to the next era take care and all the very best with future endeavours. You will be surely
missed! Liz and Jamie are remaining as our very capable Team 2, so you can look forward to their company at
playgroups next year. I know they are looking forward to the fun of it all and especially the kids! See the Team Reports
pages 5 & 6. Many of you will remember Carmel and Colin Coutts who were our Team 1 back in 2014. We are
happy to announce that this wonderful pair of KICSers’ are back in 2017 and can’t wait to visit you all again and of
course to meet our newer families. Welcome back Carmel & Col!
This week we held our AGM: please see the new Board listing overleaf. As we welcome new members and farewell
outgoing members our thanks are extended to you all for your time and commitment to KICS. It was great catching up
with many of you at the KICS Family BBQ last Sunday. The kids (and other big kids!)certainly had a fantastic time in
the pool on the Commando Run.
With a very auspicious year behind us with Mandy boundary riding to secure the continuation of our funding,
the wonderful awards that KICS has received and with the general pace of keeping KICS on the road and playgroups
happening we blink and wonder where the year has gone! In closing, enjoy the Festive Season and a safe and happy
holiday to you all.
Catch you in 2017!
Cheers from us all...Royelene
Dargaragu

Dargaragu

Lajamanu

Kununurra Campdraft

Ngukurr

Walhollow
Manyallaluk

Pigeon Hole
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A word from Mandy...
2016 has been a wonderful year for our KICS playgroups which would not happen without our brilliant Field
Teams; many thanks to Kate Corney and Chelsea Bailey and Liz and Jamie O’Brien for all their hard work
and commitment to KICS throughout the year. Although travelling to deliver playgroups in remote locations
is exciting and rewarding, it can also be quite tiring and hot this end of the year so the continuing dedication
from the teams is much appreciated.
KICS is pleased to announce another award this year, being the Northern Territory Education and Care
Award for Outstanding Excellence in a Budget Based Funded Service. This is fantastic news and exposure for
KICS as it goes a long way in reassuring our funding bodies that KICS is useful, appreciated, necessary and
important for socially and geographically isolated children living remotely. KICS also appreciates the written
feedback we have received from our families to be used as testimonials when writing to Ministers begging for
funding!
We are very excited about KICS playgroups next year, and we will be continuing with assurances about
funding, although we are still not quite sure about which department the ‘alternative funding source’ will
come from. Please be rest assured that KICS will continue!
Finally, thank you for your ongoing support. KICS greatly values the relationships we establish and maintain
with our KICS families, children, friends, supporters and stakeholders. We enjoy hearing about the
playgroups on properties, in communities, small towns, at campdrafts and Ladies Days. We sincerely feel that
this connection with the little people across vast distances should be nurtured and cherished as it really is
something special and unique. Please do let new families know about KICS and to contact us so we can visit
them too!
Mandy Tootell
KICS Coordinator

Flynn and Liam Tootell off to Parliament House !

Left: Mandy and Kate with
the NT Education and Care
Award, awarded to KICS at
the presentation night held
at Parliament House
Darwin in October. This
event was held during the
National Early Childhood
Australia Conference week.
Right: Flynn and Liam
enjoying an educational
activity at the ECA
Conference.
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Field Teams reporting...
Team 1

Kate & Chelsea

Corella Creek

Well 2016 is almost coming to an end and what a fun filled whirlwind it has been. This term has been one full of
fun, excitement, mess and sudden weather changes. The days have been getting longer and hotter with the build up
to the wet season in full swing, not going to lie, we would be pretty happy at the moment if we didn't have to camp
another day in our lives. Maintenance wise everything has been running very smoothly. We've had one flat tyre
this term which of course happened on the Barkly in the middle of the day. Eventually we had to swallow our
pride and accept help from the fifth car that offered after a wheel nut didn't want to play ball. Chelsea and I are
forever grateful to the well dressed miner gentleman for rescuing two crazy KICS girls.
The pool and slip n slide have been very welcome additions to some of our recent playgroups with lots of wet fun
being had. KICS did a playgroup at the Barkly Ladies Day a few weeks back and it was a hoot. This year so far we
have done ten playgroups at events with two more to go at Daly Waters Ladies Day and KSA swim week.
As I write this there are only two weeks left on the road and three and a half of KICS. This is a feeling of many
mixed emotions. It has been an amazing, fun filled two years for me, I have seen so many wonderful things and
met so many amazing people. Seeing the look of pure joy on kids faces makes everything all worth it. We have
been very lucky to have an amazing team supporting us in the office. First with Gill and her field experience then
having Mandy with her crafty ideas and crazy children take over the coordinator roll and Mrs Hill full of great
stories and wisdom as our admin officer. Knowing you have them to rely on is great. Also having another Field
Team to compare stories and insight with is fantastic. We've been very lucky to have had Jamie and Liz this year
full of fun and enthusiasm, they have been awesome to get ideas off. We have had some hilarious story time with
them. No doubt they will have many more crazy times next year at KICS.
Next year holds lots of excitement for Chelsea and I. Chelsea is going to be studying nursing through
correspondence and I am off in April on a year of overseas adventures, starting in Europe. Don't worry guys I'll be
back eventually, the NT has got me now. We can not thank people enough for the amazing hospitality and
kindness they have shown us over the past few years, we truly appreciate it. #kicsgalsout Kate & Chelsea

Elliott

Minyerri

The ‘Supermooners’ Kate & Chelsea
at The Billion Stars Motel .

Camfield

Hayfield
Yarralin

Manyallaluk

Ngukurr

Victoria
RiverCreek
Downs VRD
Corella
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Field Teams reporting cont...
Team 2 Liz & Jamie
Well we are now into the wind down of 2016 and what a term it’s been. We have travelled to many
wonderful stations and communities, meeting new people and seeing new sights as well as revisiting
friends. The families have been very welcoming and hospitable providing accommodation, fuel and meals
on our stays and great conversation.
We were fortunate to be part of Ngukurr’s Family Day with many community families involved as well as
Kununurra Ladies Day.
With KICS being a recipient of the NT Education and Care Awards for ‘Budget Based Funded Services’ it
gave me the opportunity to participate in a Study Tour, destination - NZ (my first trip out of Australia!).
We (myself and 9 other recipients) had a very cold, hectic but wonderful week visiting many childcare
centres, kindergartens - 2 of which were Maori speaking only centres and one which was Samoan.
People have often asked us how we camp out each night – simple – we enjoy the everyday chance of
meeting new little people, the families and we love the remoteness of the NT bush. After a lot of
discussion over the last couple of months we have decided to continue for another year. It wasn’t a tough
decision, we just enjoy the smiles!
Liz & Jamie

See you all next year. Merry Christmas and best wishes for the New Year! Keep safe.

From sheer fun to magnets, science and dress up crocodiles, it’s been a wonderful year exploring the many corners
of the Northern Territory.
Nelson Springs

Broadmere

Ngukurr

Timber Creek

Minyerri

Urapunga

Manyallaluk

Kalkaringi

Newcastle Waters

Pigeon Hole

Liz on the Study Tour in
New Zealand

Wave Hill
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The Very Special Birthday List...
01/11/2004
09/11/2012
11/11/2011
11/11/2013
12/11/2005
13/11/2014
24/11/2006
22/11/2014
25/11/2013
25/11/2011
25/11/2007
26/11/2015
27/11/2015
27/11/2012
27/11/2012
29/11/2007

November

Sam Armstrong
Jay Williamson
Charlie Kessner
Clancy Rippon
Shantelle Tapp
Lucy Watts
Olivia McDonald
Slater Herrod
Amelia Gill
George Milne
Kash Angel
Brodie Geltch
Charlotte Cox
Henry O’Connor
Opal Walker
Colton Lorimer

03/12/2011
07/12/2010
09/12/2007
12/12/2008
16/12/2004
16/12/2012
16/12/2009
18/12/2012
22/12/2006
23/12/2013
24/12/2010
29/12/2009
29/12/2014

01/01/2013
01/01/2007
01/01/2009
02/01/2009
05/01/2007
07/01/2015
09/01/2009
09/01/2005
14/01/2014
15/01/2015
23/01/2006
26/01/2006
27/01/2006
27/01/2010

December

Chloe Rummenie
Issabel Blackstone
James Slater
Georgina Russell
Benjamin Hockey
Chloe Leslie
Mac Kenzie Cook
Kooper Sauer
Aidan Elliott
Harley Rummenie
Abby Leslie
Charlie Murphy
Elsey Millership

January

Jessie Hoar
Lachlan Johnson
Nate Williamson
Nathan Hockey
William Brett
Liam Tootell
Ila Scott
Olivia Rasheed
Emmylou Brock
Freya Brooker
William Johnson
Brendan Hughes
Abraham Bracey
Charlie Gatty

K.I.C.S is funded through Budget Based Funding (BBF) from the Commonwealth Department of
Education and through the Indigenous Advancement Strategy (IAS)
by the Prime Minister & Cabinet (PMC).

from you...
KICS has been around here for a long time, they have been taking their time to spend time with the kids. I remember
my mum used to get a phone call from them and when she got off the phone she said to us, ‘KICS is going to be here!’
We were so excited, they have been a big part of me when I was growing up. I really enjoyed the fun activities when we
all got together. People drive heaps of kilometres just to have time with them.
Amy Schilling 9 Years
Leila Creek Station
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Katherine Isolated Children’s Service
Annual General Meeting
6th December, 2016

Chairpersons Report
2016 has been a wonderful and very successful year for KICS.
With Mandy at the helm providing support, securing our funding, writing itineraries, rescuing teams and just doing
all the other ‘things’ that this position involves, we have the foundation that we require. Mrs Hill continues to be
as efficient as ever, maintaining our records, compiling newsletters, and sending the always popular birthday
books. Having secured two fulltime Teams in Liz and Jamie and Kate and Chelsea, KICS playgroups have been
conducted in more venues and more regularly than ever before. The KICS Trailer is a common sight along our NT
roads, even skipping across the border to WA. Parked-up at dusty Campdraft grounds, on the lush lawn of a
station, surrounded by community children and camp dogs or at a Ladies Day, the love of play is ever present and
children’s faces tell of the fun that KICS brings. Thank you so very much to our Teams who keep the wheels
rolling, I know it is not the most glamorous of jobs, but the joy you bring is priceless.
Some highlights of the KICS calendar for 2016 saw all of our Indigenous children receive books through the
Indigenous Literacy Foundation grant which Mandy was able to secure. This was fantastic as it meant that all the
children within our communities were given a book to take home, just as our birthday books are sent to Station
children.
We also won a NAPCAN Play Your Part NT Award and the NT Education and Care Award for Outstanding
Education and Care Service in a Budget Based Funded Service. These are great achievements and also help to
raise the profile of our Service.
Funding is an ever present topic as we face tightening availability every year. Budget Based Funding through the
Dept. of Education has been extended to June 2018. In the meantime we will need to keep talking and looking at
other funding options, which is a major role for our Co-ordinator. Our own fundraising efforts continue to be
difficult, and the Committee have floated ideas of donation platforms and extra advertisement to increase our
fundraising efforts to the tourism sector. I think moving into 2017 we need to continue looking into this and action
some changes, such as improving our website.
I would like to thank the Board for their support of KICS, Mandy for all her hard work, Mrs Hill and the Teams.
KICS has such a fantastic reputation and this is only achieved by those who work so hard to make it happen. Good
luck to Chelsea and Kate on their new adventures. I don’t think we have seen the last of Crazy Kate at KICS, there
may be a Co-ordinator role waiting when Mandy decides to hang-up her hat!
Moving forward I urge mums, dads or carers to join the KICS board. Successful organisations only exist because
of people lending some time to keep the ball rolling. As many of our current Board Members have children
moving into school age and are more obliged to contribute on School Councils or ICPA, it is essential new parents
fill these roles, and I encourage you too. You know the saying ‘if you want something done, you ask a busy
person’. We are all busy, but the reward you and your children get is priceless for the small contribution you are
required to make as part of the Board.
Our time in the NT was fantastic and the kids will always have fond memories of the KICS trailer pulling up at
Pigeon Hole, VRD or at a Campdraft. I thank each and every one of you for making my job as Chair so easy and
rewarding. I wish you every success in 2017 and hope to make it back to a KICS Playgroup one day in the not to
distant future!
Renee Rippon
Chairperson 2016
Page 8

Thank you to the families who

participated in the Chalk, Parent
Direct and Educational Experience
fundraiser. For every dollar you
spent, 20c has been donated back to
KICS enabling us to purchase toys/
resources.

Our fundraiser with
jennoliART for personalised
stainless steel drink bottles and
travel mugs was once again taken
up with some of our
families. The art work from your
children to decorate these items
will no doubt be very
special in the
giving as gifts.
Thank you for
supporting our
fundraising.

Easy to clean!
Great for
campdrafts campingschool rooms playgroups.

Indoor / Outdoor Waterproof Mats.
Made from 100% recycled
plastic.
Road tested at K.I.C.S
K.I.C.S.Playgroups.
1.8 x 3 m
$110 each
Also comes in green.
Reversible,
Foldable
Contact K.I.C.S - 08 8971 0196
kics@bigpond.com

At long last the new stock of mats
have arrived: due to the wholesaler
price increase, KICS had no option
but to raise the cost of our mats to
$110.
Over the years, these mats have
become very sought after.

If you are into FB’ing
then do a search for
K.I.C.S. and ‘like’ our
page.

Vegetable dye powder in the primary colours,
Red - Blue - Yellow for the home classroom can be expensive. We
have packaged smaller amounts of the 3 colours to accompany our
Kid’s Recipes / Activity Card. At $5 this handy little kit will be an
asset when preparing daily, fun activities for the little people.
A win, win situation, as you will be supporting our fund raising
effort as well!

Scholastic Book Club

Thanks to everyone who purchased
from Book Club this year. KICS
were rewarded with bonus points to
receive books and resources for
our library throughout the year.
This year the new look catalogue
instead of 6 brochures made it
easier for everyone: from selecting
to ordering.
If you do not wish to
receive
Book Club in 2017
please let us know.
As a non profit service it will help
with unnecessary postal costs.

A thank you message from Scholastic Book Club...
The children of our schools represent the single greatest opportunity for us to change and shape the future of Australian
communities. There are few roles more important in our society than teaching and raising children.
Thank you for making books and Book Club a part of this journey in 2016.

I’ve learned that...creativity is intelligence having fun! - Albert Einstein
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K.I.C.S Cluster Groups
Could you please look over the Cluster grouping below and decide if you would like to be placed in other
clusters. In many cases some families are in travel distance of more than one cluster area, giving
the opportunity to attend extra playgroups. Please fill out this form and return ASAP.
If you are unsure of your cluster areas, please contact us.

Name:—————————————————————————————Station / Community:———————————————————————Preferred Cluster / Clusters:————————————————————-________________________________________________________________

Clusters
Barkly
New Castle Waters
Elliot
Kiana
Daly Waters
Gorrie Loop
Limmen
Kalkarindji
Lajamanu
Riveren
WA Border
Timber Creek
Mataranka
Roper
Ngukurr
Numbulwar
Top Springs
VRD
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Please return this form to a KICS Team or
by Email kics@bigpond.com - Fax- 89 721 012 or Post – PO Box 1601, Katherine. 0851

K.I.C.S CLIENT INFORMATION
QUESTIONNAIRE
We would like to ensure that our address database is up to date; we’d appreciate it if you could take a
moment to fill in the relevant information. You’re welcome to write commonly used nicknames if it seems
appropriate, just remember whatever you write we’ll put on the database. Thanks.
I realise some of you will have completed one of these at some stage, however could you please fill this one in,
so we can verify our records.
SURNAME
PARTNER’S NAME
Surname:
CHILD/RENS NAMES

GIVEN NAME

M
M
M
M
M
M

ABORIGINAL or TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER

F
F
F
F
F
F

Given Name:

Date of Birth
DOB
DOB
DOB
DOB
DOB
Yes

If there have been changes to
your contact details: or a new
addition to your Family,
could you please complete
this form and return at your
earliest convenience.
Thanks

No

ARE ANY CHILDREN ENROLLED WITH KATHERINE SCHOOL OF THE AIR ?

Date _____________

Yes

No

COMMUNITY/STATION NAME
POSTAL ADDRESS

POST CODE
PHONE
FAX
EMAIL
Feel free to write additional comments or information below, Thanks.
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The K.I.C.S Web Site can be found at www.kics.org.au
Check it out!
Thanks to Mick Elligett from www.tropics.net.au for designing
this fabulous site for us.
We have a vast collection of photos from the K.I.C.S. Playgroup albums and would like to
give you the opportunity to browse through them by including them on our web site. This
would make the photos available for public viewing. We need your permission to place
your child’s photo on our web site and face book. The photos will not disclose personal
details (names etc.) other than the Playgroup venue and date.
There would also be occasions when K.I.C.S need visual material for broader publication
to promote the Service to a wider community eg. media articles and presentations at
Conferences.
Before K.I.C.S can go ahead with this we need you as parents or guardians to complete the
following form and return to us ASAP. If you have already completed a permission form
you would only need to do so again if you have new children to add.
Many thanks.
PERMISSION FOR USE OF VISUAL MATERIAL
I give approval for visual materials containing my children/family to be used
for the purpose of promoting K.I.C.S. to the wider community through our
web site, face book, media articles and children’s services conference
presentations.
Parent/s/Guardian Name:_______________________________________
Child/Children’s Name:________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Station/Community ___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________
Date: _________________________
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K.I.C.S is a non profit organisation.
To enhance our funds and to enable us to purchase
resources we fundraise throughout the year.
The Scholastic Book Club is our ongoing fundraiser, raising credit
vouchers to purchase books for our ever growing library.
We also sell Indoor/Outdoor waterproof mats, K.I.C.S Kid’s T-shirts,
adult polo and chambray shirts and Kid’s Fun Stuff recipe cards/with
vegetable dye.
We have tried different fund
raising ideas over the years which have been well received.
Our end of the year Toy Catalogue Fundraiser gives families the
opportunity to shop for quality toys and
educational resources. K.I.C.S receive 20% on all orders placed
allowing us to purchase resources with the money earned.
In order to keep mailing costs at a minimum we need to ascertain
who is interested in receiving fundraising information
throughout the year.
Could you please take a moment and fill in the form below and
return at your earliest convenience.
Thank You.

I do

I don’t

wish to receive:

Book Club

I do

I don’t

wish to receive:

Toy Catalogues

I do

I don’t

wish to receive: information on other fund raising
ventures as they arise.

Name…………………………………………………………………………………….
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